
Lake Auburn Watershed Protection Commission 

Regular Meeting 

Wednesday, March 11, 2026 

 

Location: Androscoggin Valley Council of Governments (AVCOG), Auburn, Maine 

Time: The meeting was called to order by Camille Parrish at 3:00 pm.  

Recording: This meeting was recorded. The video will be available on the Commission’s YouTube 
channel. 

Commissioners Present: Alan Holbrook, Evan Cyr, David Chittim, Phyllis Rand, and Camille 
Parrish.   

Commissioners Absent: Amy Landry, Kevin Gagne, and Bruce Rioux. There is a current vacancy 
for a representative for the towns of Minot, Hebron, and Buckfield. 

Others Present: Michael Broadbent (Commission Clerk), Erica Kidd (Commission Clerk), Danielle 
Olsen (Watershed Manager), Pheobe Hopkins (Education and Outreach Coordinator), Tracy Roy 
(Treasurer), Lilit Mathieu (Shore Corps Steward), Bruce Damon (Public), Steven Beale (Public), 
and Peter Dingley (Public).  

Agenda Item 1, Consent Agenda 

Vote 1:   On the motion of Commissioner Chittim, seconded by Commissioner Cyr, there 
was a vote to approve the consent agenda as presented. 

Passed:  5-0  

Agenda Item 2, Public Comment 

Steven Beale and Peter Dingley were in attendance. Peter raised concerns about the litter from 
the lake accumulating along his private shoreline. Steven commented on the inflated septic 
inspection numbers due to the number of mailers sent to the wrong customer population.  

Water Quality Report 

Watershed Manager, Danielle Olsen: Danielle reported that the Auburn Water District and 
Lewiston Water Division recently completed PFAS testing for Lake Auburn, with results showing 
non-detectable levels across all required sampling, including UCMR3, UCMR4, UCMR5, and 



additional testing mandated by Maine Legislature. This round of testing is part of new federal 
requirements that call for four quarters of monitoring using updated parameters under EPA 
Methods 533 and 537. Testing for Lake Auburn is currently being conducted using Method 533. 
If all required sampling continues to show non-detect results, the monitoring schedule may be 
reduced to triennial sampling in accordance with regulatory guidance. Additional details were 
made available in the enclosed fact sheet from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

Staff continue to monitor algal biomass levels and believe that elevated readings observed in raw 
water sampling may be influenced by algae accumulation on monitoring equipment. Plans are in 
place to clean the equipment, after which staff will compare results to determine whether the 
buildup has affected prior readings. 

The USDA APHIS program is currently preparing the 2025 Gull Report for Lake Auburn, which will 
be distributed when it becomes available. 

As spring temperatures increase and snowmelt continues, staff will closely monitor water quality 
conditions, assess any perimeter erosion, conduct perimeter sampling, and regularly review raw 
water data. 

Additional information was provided, with graphs showing turbidity, temperature, and lake 
elevation. 

Agenda Item 3, Watershed Report 

Website: A new website is in development and will launch later this year at the current address. 
It will expand community resources, including event sign-ups and property consultations. 
Commissioners will be asked to update bios and photos. Funding was provided by the Drinking 
Water Program.  

Courtesy Boat Inspector Program: State funding has been secured for 2026. Hiring will begin in 
early March, with the goal of staffing inspectors by the start of the open-water season.  

Shore Corps Program: A second year of the Shore Corps Steward Program will run from June 
2026 to June 2027, continuing work on shoreline stabilization, erosion control, outreach, and 
volunteer engagement.  

Hunting Program: Hunters must apply separately for each season in 2026, with online 
applications now available. Maps will be updated to reflect newly acquired properties.  

DOT Work Plan: A $60,000 feasibility study for Lake Shore Drive will assess safety, erosion risks, 
storm impacts, and coordination between agencies. Additional funding supports Route 4 corridor 
work, with ongoing collaboration among regional partners.  



Community Survey: A survey will be distributed this spring to gather input on resident practices, 
awareness, and priorities related to watershed protection and engagement.  

Septic Inspection Program: Inspections are 35% complete for the current cycle. Outreach 
continues through reminders, letters, and a public session. Staff are also exploring a risk analysis 
tool to better identify and address potential threats to water quality. 

Agenda Item 4, Clerk Reports 

Auburn Co-Clerk, Mike Broadbent: Mike reported that the Lakeshore Drive MPI draft design is at 
95% completion and will be going out to bid within the coming weeks, with a bidding period of 
four weeks. The estimated completion date is November 1st, 2026. 

He also reported that there have been communications regarding CMP’s easement on the 
commission's property. An attorney is drafting further language for this, which will then be 
forwarded to CMP. 

Mike also touched upon the Infrastructure Planning Study regarding different treatment options 
for the lake. These include extending the intake pipe deeper into the lake, further treatment 
options like filtration, and alum treatments. There is an upcoming meeting with CDM Smith to 
draft the final report on this topic. 

Lewiston Co-Clerk, Erica Kidd: Erica condoned Michael's reports and supported his statements 
and did not have any additional comments at this time. 

Agenda Item 5, Old Business 

Remote Meeting Policy – Mike Broadbent: Mike resurfaced the option of a remote meeting 
policy. Three of the five Commissioners present were opposed to this policy, though there was 
no action taken.  

Agenda Item 6, New Business 

Lake Auburn Rule Revisions – Danielle Olsen: Danielle provided a brief history of the rules and 
bylaws governing Lake Auburn and noted that the current version available to the public and 
employees is not comprehensive. Commissioner Chittim raised a question regarding the 
enforcement of rules within the Watershed to protect Lake Auburn’s water quality. He also 
inquired about the adoption of Watershed ordinances by the Auburn Water District. 

 

 



Commissioner Cyr commented on the amount of dog waste along Spring Road. Danielle 
expressed the importance of signage displaying the rules on commission land. Bruce Damon 
presented the idea of banning dogs on commission property to sustain the land and protect 
water quality. 

Agenda Item 8, Bates College Community Partnership Presentation: Students from Bates 
College provided a presentation on the misuse/overtreatment of road salts in the winter and how 
it affects our water quality and environment. 

Agenda Item 7, Executive session regarding potential land transaction in accordance with 1 
M.R.S.A. 405 (6)(C). 

Vote 2:  On a motion by Commissioner Chittim and seconded by Commissioner Holbrook, 
there was a vote to go into executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. 405 (6)(C) to discuss a 
potential land transaction. 

Passed: 5-0 

The Meeting was called back to order at 5:13 PM. 

Vote 3:  On a motion by Commissioner Chittim and seconded by Commissioner Cyr, there 
was a vote to authorize the Watershed Manager to move forward with the land negotiations 
as outlined in Executive Session.  

Passed: 5-0 

Vote 4:  On a motion by Commissioner Holbrook and seconded by Commissioner Chittim, 
there was a vote to adjourn the meeting. 

Passed: 5-0 

 

 

 

 

 


