Lake Auburn Watershed Protection Commission

Special Meeting

Wednesday, August 14, 2024

Location: Androscoggin Valley Council of Governments (AVCOG), Auburn, Maine
Time: Meeting began at 3:00 PM
Recording: The meeting was video recorded. A link to the video is on the Commission website.

Commissioners Present: Alan Holbrook, Amy Landry, Bruce Damon, David Chittim, Kevin
Gagne, Glen Holmes, Evan Cyr and Camille Parrish.

Commissioners Absent: Dan Bilodeau

Others Present: Michael Broadbent Commission Clerk, Erica Kidd Watershed Manager, Tracy
Roy Commission Treasurer.

Agenda Item 1, Minutes

Vote 1 On a Motion by Commissioner Chittim and seconded by Commissioner Gagne
to approve the minutes of the June 12, 2024 Commission Meeting.

Passed 8-0

Agenda Item 2, Commission seats- new members/vacancies

Bruce Damon was appointed to the Commission as a Lewiston Resident representative, Mr.
Damon replaced Commissioner Hunter’s vacancy. The Auburn Water District appointed Evan
Cyr as a Auburn Resident Representative to the Commission. Mr. Cyr’s appointment is to fill
the remainder of a 3-year term previously held by Commissioner Kowalski. The Auburn Water
District also appointed a Trustee representative to the Commission, Dan Bilodeau. Mr.
Bilodeau has been appointed to this position for the two previous terms.

Agenda Item 3, Public Comment

Steven Beale of 575 Johnson Hill Rd, commented that the City of Lewiston’s suit against the
Auburn Water District was dropped shortly after the City of Auburn adopted new ordinances
for the protection of Lake Auburn.

Agenda ltem 4, Executive session in accordance with 1 M.R.S.A § 405 (6)(C) to discuss a

personnel matter.

Vote 2 On a motion by Commissioner Chittim and seconded by Commissioner
Holbrook to go into executive session in accordance with 1 M.R.S.A § 405 (6)(C) to discuss a
personnel matter.



Passed 8-0
Executive Session ended at 3:16 pm

Agenda Item 5, Executive session in accordance with 1 M.R.S.A § 405 (6)(C) to discuss a
potential land transaction.

Vote 3 On a motion by Commissioner Chittim and seconded by Commissioner Landry
to go into executive session in accordance with 1 M.R.S.A § 405 (6)(C) to discuss a potential
land transaction.

Passed 8-0
Executive Session ended at 3:34 pm

Vote 4 On a motion by Commissioner Holmes and seconded by Commissioner Chittim
to authorize Erica Kidd to negotiate with a property owner as discussed in executive session.

Passed 8-0

Agenda ltem 6, Clerk and Staff reports

Commission Clerk Broadbent reported that the Auburn Water District was once again hosting
the measuring of the lake event at the Lake Auburn Water Treatment Plant. Commissioners

and staff have all been invited and are encouraged to attend.

Commission Clerk Kidd reported that Lake water quality is looking very favorable for this time
of year. The water is exceptionally clear, phosphorus numbers are relatively low and
temperatures in the lake are already starting to drop.

Agenda Item 7, Old Business

Commission Clerk Broadbent reported that the City had passed ordinances that would require
all septic systems in the watershed to be inspected over a 5-year period. While the ordinance
does not require the Commission to conduct the inspections there has been significant
discussions that the Commission is asked to fund the program.

Vote 5 On a motion by Commissioner Chittim and seconded by Commissioner Holmes
to form a sub-committee to review the ordinances and actions of Auburn City Counsel as they
relate to septic inspections and to draft a proposal on how to complete the inspections as
outlined. The Committee was asked to present their initial findings to the Commission at the
September 11, regular Commission meeting.

Passed 8-0

Commissioners Cyr and Gagne volunteered to serve on the Committee, both Clerks and the
Watershed Manager will also serve.



Agenda Item 8, Request to use water hauler funds for a new potable water fill station.

For years, the Commission collected funds from water haulers who withdrew water from lake
Auburn. Haulers went through an inspection program and withdrew from a designated
location. In 2022 Rt 4 was redesigned and the new design eliminated the only suitable location
for water haulers and this program was abandoned. Lewiston is requesting use of the collected
funds to install a new fill station in Lewiston.

The Commissioners were receptive ot this but they wanted to know how much money is
currently in the account.

Agenda Item 9, Other Business

Vote 6 On a motion by Commissioner Landry and seconded by Commissioner Holmes
to appoint Erica Kidd to the vacant Lewiston Co-clerk position on the Commission.

Passed 8-0

Vote 7 On a motion by Commissioner Holmes and seconded by commissioner Chittim
to adjourn the meeting.

Passed 8-0
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